
PLEASE HELP!
Write or go online today: 

Email (best way to contact us):
rotarywomensprison@gmail.com 

Mail:
Rotary Women’s Prison Program,

Rotary Club of Gig Harbor
P.O. Box 342

Gig Harbor, WA, 98335 
Rotary Club of Gig Harbor Women’s Prison website:

www.rotarywomensprison.com

The Situation 

Every year, the Washington Corrections Center for 
Women near Gig Harbor (otherwise known to many 
as the Purdy Prison for Women) releases some 500 of-
fenders who have completed their prison time to com-
munities all over the State of Washington.

Upon release, each receives an outfit from the prison 
clothes closet, a purse, $40 dollars and a bus ticket. 
Virtually none has a job and many are homeless with 
no place to go. 2 out of 3 will reoffend and be back in 
prison—most within five years.

WE WANT TO CHANGE THAT 

What Rotary is doing
and how you can help

The Rotary Club of Gig Harbor believes these condi-
tions are unacceptable, wants to change them, and 
asks for your help. Several areas have been identified 
where Rotarians & Friends of Rotary and the commu-
nity can make a difference: 

Mentor offenders after release by coming alongside 
them to offer support & guidance. Offenders who are 
mentored effectively do not reoffend.  Post job oppor-
tunities, apprenticeships and internships in your area 
or community on the Jobs Bank at the Rotary Wom-
en’s Prison website. Offenders with good jobs do not 
reoffend. 

Volunteer to teach a Rotary Reentry Employment 
Training class at the Women’s Prison. Employed of-
fenders with good jobs do not reoffend.  Donate to the 
Rotary Women’s Prison Scholarship Fund—for offend-
ers who plan to go on to college or technical school. 
Offenders who continue their education after release 
do not reoffend. 
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Vocational Service in Action



Mentoring:
Of the 900+ women offenders housed at the prison, 
about 40 are released every month to their county of 
origin. Rotary mentors meet them when they are re-
leased and offer support in a number of areas, including: 
assistance locating housing, adjusting to the community, 
obtaining a driver’s license/basic documents, advising 
them on job search and otherwise just being available 
to support them as someone who cares and wants to 
help. Mentors are female Rotarians, female friends of 
Rotary or male Rotarians and their spouses or significant 
others mentoring as a couple. Offenders completing the 
Rotary Reentry Employment Training course are eligible 
for the Rotary Mentor program.  Detailed guidelines & 
information on the Mentor program are found on the 
Rotary Women’s Prison website. 

Job Opportunities, Apprenticeships
or Internships:
Do you have a job opening, apprenticeship or internship 
opportunity in your company or know of one in your 
community? You are invited to go online to the Rotary 
Women’s Prison website and post this for offenders to 
see. Offenders who have completed the Rotary Reentry 
Employment Training program are eligible to access the 
website and job listings. 

Detailed descriptions and Rotary participation guidelines for each of the programs
are found on the Rotary Women’s Prison website

at www.rotarywomensprison.com and are briefly summarized as follows: 

Reentry Employment Training (RET):
This 6-week course is team taught by Rotarians, friends 
of Rotary and offenders at the Women’s Prison. It focus-
es on how to locate and obtain employment following 
release, together with other skills and lifestyle changes 
needed to survive on the outside following release. No 
prior teaching experience is required, simply a desire to 
help others succeed in life. Details on the curriculum and 
schedule may be found on the website. Some 4-8 class-
es are taught each year, offering many opportunities for 
Rotarians and friends of Rotary to serve as instructors. 

Rotary Women’s Prison Scholarship Fund:
The Rotary Women’s Prison Scholarship Fund was cre-
ated as an endowment fund in partnership with the Gig 
Harbor Rotary Foundation. The Fund offers academic 
scholarships to offenders desiring to continue their ed-
ucation at the collegiate or technical school level. Schol-
arships are offered to both incarcerated and released 
offenders who have completed the Rotary Reentry Em-
ployment Training Course. Donations may be made di-
rectly to the endowment fund through the Rotary Wom-
en’s Prison website.

Volunteers
Needed


